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In some constitutions the iodide of potassium frequently
taken, even in medicinal doses, proves speedily injurious.
It produces a diseased condition, to which the name of
" iodism " has been given. In one instance, three grains,
taken three times a day, caused, after the fourth dose
(twelve grains), shivering, headache, thirst, quick and full
pulse, with vomiting and purging. In another case a dose
of five grains caused difficulty of breathing, discharge from
the eYl--s and nostrils, inflamed conjunctiva, and most of the
symptoms of a severe cold, for which these injurious effects
of the iodide may be easily mistaken. In some cases the
iodide has acted powerfully on the salivary organs, causing
salivation. In others it has acted powerfully on the kid-
neys, and has produced a copious flow of urine. These facts
show that it is not a medicine which can be safely taken in
quantities of sixteen grains daily by a person who is not
under medical observation.
The sale of medicines of this kind should be strictly pro-

hibited, unless the bottles containing them were supplied
with a caution label setting forth their true composition.
It is only reasonable that a person should know what he is
purchasing; but the rule of English law applied to such
cases is the same as in the buying of a horse, Caveat emptor.
A man who has reached adult age is supposed to be able to
exercise a sound judgment for himself, although it is noto-
rious that there is no instance in which so much credulity
is shown as in the purchase of medicines to which some
great curative powers are attributed.
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ON THE PHYSICAL CAUSE OF THE
PRESYSTOLIC MURMUR.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I should deem it almost impossible for anyone with
an unbiased mind, a correct ear, and an adequate experience
to have failed repeatedly to verify the accuracy of Dr.

Gairdner’s description of the presystolic murmur had we not
a few such distinguished instances to the contrary. It is
true that this murmur is a difficult one to demonstrate for
the first time to many, even of those who can distinguish
most of the morbid heart sounds readily. The exceeding
sharpness and rapidity with which the first sound succeeds
the murmur leads many to regard the murmur as systolic,
and to mistake the first for the second sound of the heart.
In other cases, again, I have known the murmur to be mis-
taken for a diastolic bruit. But having once mastered a
case, the murmur is a very easy one to recognise when not
complicated by the presence of others. The term auricular
systolic, used by Dr. Gairdner, is not, however, I venture to
think, quite a happy one, inasmuch as it does not describe
the whole mechanism of the murmur. It is true that in
most cases a bruit is only audible with the accelerated pass-
age of blood through the narrowed mitral orifice during
auricular systole. But both thrill and murmur may com-
mence before the time of the auricular systole, 11 extending
from the second sound through the pause." Dr. Gairdner

speaks of this as an associated murmur, the noise of the
blood stream attracted towards the expanding ventricle. It
is, however, as far as I know, peculiar to cases of mitral
stenosis, being prolonged and intensified up to the systole
by the contraction of the auricle. The current of blood pro-
pelled during the pause by the residual force of the ventri-
cular contraction may, as I think Dr. Salter has pointed
out, in certain cases of mitral constriction (especially in the
funnel-shaped mitral) be sufficient to set the valve vibrating,
and to give rise to a continual bruit extending from the
second sound through the pause to the first, and being
augmented by the increased tension of blood when the
auricle contracts. Since, then, narrowing of the mitral orifice
is the only condition necessarily present at all periods of
the murmur, I think the older terms mitral-constrictive or
presystolic preferable to that proposed by Dr. Gairdner.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
R. DOUGLAS POwELL, M.D., F.R.C.P.,

Physician to the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest
at Bromptoc.
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"PASS" AND "PLUCK" AT THE COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS.

J To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I think it would have been fairer to the various
medical schools if the report of the examiners, which was
published last week, had been supplemented by another set
of statistics, showing the number of registered students
at each school who have completed the studies required for
the primary and pass examinations respectively.

I have had the curiosity to place in parallel columns-
(1) the number of students at the various metropolitan
schools who registered for the first time in October, 1873, and
who therefore should have been candidates at the primary
examinations in April and May last; and (2) the number
from each school actually examined during the whole year :-

It is obvious from this list that the residuum of students
who have been kept back from the primary examinations is
much greater at some schools than at others, and this con-
sideration materially modifies any estimate that is made of
the relative merits of the teaching of anatomy and phy-
siology.

I remain, Sir, yours very faithfully,
July 20th, 1875. A TEACHER.

CONTAGION OF PUERPERAL PY&AElig;MIA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-I observe in your issue of this day (July 17th) that
my friend Dr. Fordyce Barker represents me as holding
that what is called <t puerperal fever" is not contagious.
You will give me space to correct this error of his. I not

only have never said that it is not contagious, but I have
said it is " communicable," or, in ordinary language, con-
tagious. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Edinburgh, July 17th, 1875. J. MATTHEWS DUNCAN.J. MATTHEWS DUNCAN.

A FRAUD PREVENTED.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-In one of your recent numbers there is an ad.
vertisement asking for a gentleman who has recently
passed the L.R.C.P. Exam. of London, to prepare a gentle.
man for the two examinations for that qualification, and
offering a fee of .,650. I answered this advertisement, and
have to-dav received a reply to my letter. To save your
space, I may say that the first part of this letter states
where the writer of it was educated, and expresses a fear
lest he should be unable to pass the examinations by
September, when he has to go abroad. Then follows the
pith of the letter, which I give in full and verbatim :-

" Now, Sir, a few words in strictest confidence. If you
will present yourself and pass the first and second Royal
College of Physicians Examination of Edinburgh (where I
am unknown), I will give you the sum of =850, exclusive
of traveling (sic) and boarding expenses for three days,
while the examination lasts. Will meet you at * * * *,
and accompany you to Edinburgh, and pay the .850 in any
way you mention. Exam. on the 28th of this month, or
special."
Nothing but an urgent sense of duty would lead me to

publish a letter sent to me in " strict confidence," but
secrecy in this case would be participation in a fraud. I
cannot conceive that any good can arise from publishing


